
EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIPS  

FOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

BANGLADESH’S EXPERIENCES  

Md. Abul Kalam Azad 
 Secretary 

Economic Relations Division 

Ministry of Finance 

Government of Bangladesh 

Policy Dialogue on Triangular Co-operation, Lisbon 16-17 May 2013 



Changes in development cooperation 

 ODA growth is expected to slow 

 Global aid architecture has become more complex 

 The coming era of development will not be defined 

by traditional aid 

 Three other factors are transforming the “aidscape”: 

 Private donations  

 Climate change finance  

 South-South Cooperation & Triangular Cooperation 



Triangular Co-operation 

 More equal horizontal relationships based 

on mutual interest, peer learning & respect 

for sovereignty 

 Similarity between Southern partners 

facilitates transfer of knowledge and 

technology – directly applicable solutions 

 Tr. Co-operation can complement 

traditional North-South cooperation 



Triangular Co-operation 

Triangular Cooperation has demonstrated 
to achieve good development results 
when: 

All partners have strong leadership and are 
willing to engage in horizontal partnerships; 

Partners can identify mutual benefit, learn 
from each other and clearly define 
responsibilities in the cooperation arrangement; 

Cooperation is built upon long- term 
relations, and willingness to scale up and 
diversify partnerships; 



Challenges of Tr. Co-operation 

 Tr. Co-operation has tremendous potential to 

contribute to sustainable development, but,… 

 Many SSC projects are still carried out in random and 

isolated ways where role of Tr. Co-operation is 

missing. 

 Tr. Co-operation is often not fully integrated in 

existing coordination mechanisms at country level 

 Capacity for knowledge sharing needs to be 

increased in implementing Tr. Co-operation projects. 

 Co‐ordination challenges leading to high 

implementation costs 



Outcomes of successful development 

partnerships: Experience from Bangladesh 

 Regular dialogue increased mutual understanding and trust 

 JCS Action Plan led to more structured discussions and joint 

initiatives between Government and DPs 

 Results of recent LCG Plenary meetings  

 Continuous joint commitment to the aid effectiveness agenda 

 Regular tripartite portfolio review meetings  

 Joint monitoring visits to selected projects  

 Review of project approval process 



Conclusion 

 Tr. Co-operation has tremendous potential to contribute to 

sustainable development 

 Tr. Co-operation requires effective leadership frameworks 

and should be aligned with country systems, incl. aid 

coordination mechanisms 

 Tr. Co-operation can and should benefit from the lessons 

learned in North-South cooperation, … 

 …but it is crucial to maintain the special nature of this 

triangular co-operation towards horizontal partnership. 



Thank you 


